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21 .very year thousands of -
people make the long and

dangerous journey from |,

their home countnes 0{. =

j claim asylum in the
| United States. We

| [ ' wonder why would

B ' 'they do that and why
' {| should we help them?
A\ Here's alittle [EsE

\\\\ \l:fistorg of one of the countries
N \“I:]:at mlght help us understand.

| \ \\ S~

spannmg tlmusands oigear,s before the spamsh conq-uest,‘ff-- I{a’&/‘i' "’. 71/ '/
and was compnsed of mamy different cultural and political '\ 7, //
groups. The Aztec, Olmee, Toltec ancl-Magan people all had Eomes L
in El Selvador at one time or another.
The Lenca ~who are associated with the Olmecs, and the Chorti, and
Cuscatlan ~who identify as Mayan, shared the area that is El Salvador now. They
S lived for hundreds of years mostly cooperativly but sometimes in hostility. S ;
&A/ The Chorti spoke a language known as Cholti. Cholti was the language (2 ﬁ;’r‘%
e (now extinct) of the Mayan classical period; spoken in Copan, Tikal, and Palenque. L}Jlay, %
|

A
It seems to have spread from the Pacific Coast which suggests that Mayan culture onamutecl{‘-f;g RURD orfﬁE

cosxh cp..'

| in the area from lzapa in Mexico to Quelepa in eastern El Salvador and spread north from there between
‘ l 2000 and 1000 B.C.. The highly accurate Mayan calendar also appears to have been created
in Izapa~ one of the oldest Mayan cities. ks .
Most of the 600,000 contemporary mchgenous 225 r M :
people of El Salvador consider themselves Pipil. -l
i! The Pipil migrated from the north into Salvador SR
|| around 650 A.D. They spoke Nahuatl a language /: 5. i
|| thatis related to the Toltec people of the Nahuatl f\
r Nation. Pipil commoners were farmers, hunters, {islhe’rs:iﬁ )
||| weavers, traders, and warriors. Agriculture was based on ]

beans

the widespread Mesoamerican cultigens of maize,

manioc and amaranth. The most important

!I| commercial crops cultivated were cacao

| : (chocolate) and cotton.




&}’ .
\ was the Spanish’s greatest weapon in t]:e%‘
#] the conquest of the Americas. Smallpox, malaria,

measles, typhus, and yellow fever all ran ahead
9 of the conquistadors from 1319 onwards. A smallpox = _#*
epi demic swept through Guatemala in 1520-1521, and isalso - =%~
. llkelq to have spread throughout the Pipil region of El Salvador '
By the time the Spanish arrived in the area in 1324, it is est{~ |
mated that up to 30% of the native population :
of El Salvador had already been eliminated by the

new diseases, against which they had no immunity.

Purt her waves of epidemic diseases spread across Mesoamerich
in 1545—-48 and in 1576-8], reducing indigenous populations to just 10% -
of their precontact levels, making resistance against the European colonisers \
extremely difficult.

= However the Pipil put up a fierce fight, driving the Spanish back on several occasions and
staging numerous uprisings in the years that followed. Once the population was thought to be
: " sufficiently pacified, a system that granted land and Indian peasants to Spanish padrones was
establlshed in order to force the Pipil to provide a tribute in cash crops to these district overlords. The
people were forced to grow first cacao, and after the soil was exhausted from that, the native African plant
Indigo (used to make a fashionable blue dy e). This left the less productive lands, especially those around
former volcanic eruptions, to the poor subsistence compesinos (peasant farmers) and Indian communes. In

the middle of the 19th century when Indigo was re placefl ]:)g chemical dg es, t]:Le landed elite soon
i chanaed to the newlg popular crop-— s i |- - - .

In 1860 coffee Le~

came the main export

and money crop of El
Salvador. This led to
alegal process that

“privatized"the com~

munal farming lands of

the Pipil indians and

further consolidated land ia

the hands of a few wealthy
Spanish families. This put most o

. the control of food and income

for tlle entire population under the
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T]:le indigenous population was forced to grow food \

\

on small plots of marginalized land while working
to feed their families by picking coffee. In fact laws were
created that made it a crime not to work on the coffee
plantations at least part time. The principle market for
this coffee was (ancl still is) the United States. When The
Great Depression hit in the 1920s and the market dropped
off the fourteen families took more land and cut wages in
half to make up for their loss in profits.

. After seventy years of ]:)eing forced -
to pick coffee on less than subsistence wagefsl ; /
with little accesss to farm land the people -mosf L4
of them indigenous~ rose up in a work strike to % _.
defend their own families.

The government responded to the g/
strike by massacring an estimated 50,000
people, or 4% of the population, in one

' week. The military government of =
General Martinez following this mass- %

acre went on to try to wipe out,every
_vestige of indigenous culture;lan~
guage, traclitional clothing, and
() 2 o music.

Centuries
of cultural identiy

had to be hidden and clemed
In response, the US.

ended diplomatic
relations and refused to
recognise the government
of Gen. Martinez

The British did continue to provide aid
during this period. Two years later the U.S. reestablished relations in support of

Martinez's government despite no change in the General's policy. This brutal
attitude set the political tone of the next several decades. One military
dictator followed another into the 1970s.

.- Many US. corporations, including General Foods, Procter and

Gam]:)le, ESSO,Westinghouse, Kim]:)erlg~Clar](, and Texas Instruments,

) established operations in El Salvador during these years to take advantage
of the low wages and lack of labor laws. These companie’s interests often
coincided with those of the ohgarchs, serving to deepen the dlsparltg in
wealth.




government continued to

provide financial and

military aid in support of

the oligarchs, American .
companies and Salvadomn'?\__ SapeR
dictators. The profitsand = ¢
goods flowed out of the

country while Salvadorans continued to live

below the poverty level with limited access -tc‘iupota]:le water, education, héalth care and employment,

while the coffee barons lived in fabulous wealth. :
In the 19703, students, labor groups, teachers (some of the most prominent dissenters),

community members and religious leaders organizecl to demand reforms to create a more equitable
society. Twice progressive candidates were elected president (1979, 1977), yet due to fraudulent
election procedures they were not installed in government. Marches were organized, the protesters
were fired upon by the police; dozens were killed and “disappearecl”. Late in 1970s death squads _
created by the coffee barons and often comprised of government forces began to target these

same community organizers. Hundreds of bodies a month were left on the

sides of roads as a warning to others.

After more than a hundred years of disregard, abuse murder,
forced labor, state created poverty and criminalization of native identity the
people began joining a growing leftist insurgency known as the Farabundo

with the government against the population and increased military aid and
advisors out of fear of a communist domino effect in the region. The Carter

administration provided economic support aimed at land reform and at 1

times interrupted their military support over concerns
about human rights abuses and military:
coups, but generally continued to

support the economic and
political elite.
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Ronald Reagan took over the presidency, the US. reinstated military assistance, increased the number of CIA
advisors and generally saw El Salvador's insurgency as a conflict with global meaning, and an opportunity to
show its toughness and a conscious effort to repair America's image abroad after Vietnam. They were

determined “to control world events” in a way that the Carter administration did not.

The organizing of the FMLN took the country into a full-fledged civil war. Increased resistance was
answered by intensified repression. W]:ile death squad activity continued, all-out war tactics were initiated.

Between 1982 and 1087, the focus of the Salvadoran military’s war effort was the eliminatioln' 3
of the FMLN. To this end the military 7= / > = N -

declared areas of the country free fire

: zones, making whole populations the
l guerrilla opposition. With U.S. advice
) and assistance the military proceeded

with large scale aerial bombardment in

these “zones of control.” Thousands of _

civilians were killed in these

attacks simply for living in the /7%
wrong neighborhood. The y/ /
independent human rights group
Americas Watch reported in 1983 that
the attacks were designed to force
people to leave their homes.

Between 1984 and 1986 the U.S.
provided $460 million in military as-
sistance ~ planes, helicopters, military
_and CIA. training along with support

. from US. naval ships ~
to the Salvadoran /.2

government.




121071 a Peruvign .
e priest Gustavo Gutierrez Sl Some 75,000 people [ Jeane Kirkpa' nc]-c

= introduced a influential ®! were killed in the ; «
set of ideas that became known as Liberation e . The Reasa’n UN. ﬂm-bas"

theology. Here are its three pillars. First, material

war or disappeared / L ador and principal ar-~

i ancl presumed dead } =41} chitect of the administra~
85% of them / y ® tion's policy in El Sal-
force that denigrates human dignity and ought to be b killed ])g troopf /)y trai '1 vador argued that
opposed and rejected."Second, poverty is not a result i financed and £ Ao | i the U.S. should support
of fate or laziness, but is due to structural injustices 1 by the US.. €@ Among those . authoritarian regimes as
that privilege some while marginalizing others. = 1o dis appeare cl were hundreds i long as they were pro-
[Poverty is not inevitable; collectively the poor can of chitldrer ks duapped 'B American.When asked if
) ‘ﬁ she thought the govern-
ment had been involved

to its economic dimension. To be poor is to be | oo in the deaths of the nuns,
insignificant. Poverty means an early and - k 7 tlle {reeﬂhre zones (mang of whom ‘ she said, “No.Idon't think
P were sold for adoption to the

poverty is never good but an evil to be opposed. Tt is

|
(I not simply an occasion for charity but a degrading
l
i
|

organize and facilitate social change.Third,

by the Salvadoran military

i e poverty is a comp].ex realitg and is not limited
clunng attac]r.s on peasants in

t th. e
unjust dea OkcnzRennoroiths {ourt]: the government was

Archbishop of San Salvador, felt as a follower of ; US ) Over a million Sdlvadorﬂns [ responsil)le. The nuns were i
Christ it was his obligation to speak out for the poor, fled to the US, Honduras, and |B not just nuns, theywere also}
the victims of social injustice, the tortured and Mexico to escape the war, while half \ political with a leftist l
murdered, the disregarded people of his country. He a million were forced to relocate political coalition.” Was [*
Il was assassinated in 1980 while offering Mass. within the country.In all a Mous. Kirkpatrick saying
On Dec.2,1980 three North American nuns and one guarter of the people of Salvador that standing with the
layworker were raped, tortured and killed. As in

, B were forced to move from (i PO°Y majority of people
Bishop Romero's murder there was a clear line of . oLl ‘W against wealth and power

evidence to the Salvadoran Government and its _ | : } 'is an offense clesenrins of

| death scuads. These claims were backed up by : ' . | T

US intelligence reports and the US ambassaclor
serving in the countn; at t}le txme -

| xape and murder?
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bout half of the =
of the immigrants ended up in refugee camps in Honduras or in Salvadoran enclaves
; in Costa Rica, Nicaragua or Mexico. The other half came to the U. S, with the greatest number
of these refugees settling in the Pico-Union and Westlake districts of Los Angeles. These
lower income neighborhoods already had an established underground economy, mostly

1 controlled by Mexican and African American gangs. In response to
: this hostile environment the young war hardened immigrants
formed their own gangs for self-protection and as a means of
subsistence in an area with scarce employment and little
opportunity. Gaining territory in these rough neighborhoods
reguired a brutal reputation for violence and reprisal. These
"t children of trauma were psychologically able and economicaly
motivated to become a vicious and violent force in their new
. home where violence was seen as the means of gaining respect
and social advancement. Several strong gangs rose to the top
i in this struggle of which Mara Salvatrucha (MS 13) and Barrio
18 are the 1cu'3est. Toward t]:e enc] o{ his pre51dem:q Bill Clinton's government began a program of deportation of
foreign-born residents convicted of a wide range of crimes. This enhanced deportation policy, in turn, vastly increased
the number of gang members being sent home to El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and elsewhere. This set a precedent
for the Bush admistration, who went on to return 20,000 criminals to Central America between 2000 and 2004. That

trend continues and is getting worse under the Trump administration's “no tolerance” policies..

o —— e - e B - g i
s — At =
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As these gangs were formmg, the war in Fl Salvador § Armando Calderén Sol was the Salvadoran president
ground on through the ‘80s until a peace accord was from 1994 t0 1999 and an heir to one of the coffee family
reached in 1992, which made the FMLN a political f§ fortunes. He is known for the privatization of
party. The party in charge, ARENA, had borrowed state~owned telephone companies and pension funds
heavily during the war years and increased the | and promoting free enterprise zones, removing trade
national debt from $500 million to $2.2 billion. The §\ barriers, including removing protection for local
peace accords focused on security ~ creating a | agriculture. This had the consequence of disrupting small
civilian police force and reducing the role of the | scale farming, driving migration to larger cities (and the
military in civil matters~ but did little to address the § US.) and creating a cheaper labor supply for the free
underlying problems of economic inequality and .: enterprise companies. Calderén followed President
opportunity. In fact, inequality grew after thewar § Alfredo Cristiani's neoliberal economic approach and
as ARENA managed o to stay in power and _# structural adjustment programs; borrowing from IMF
continue its -\ neoliberal 7N : ancl the World Bank conditioned on lower spencl/ =Y

economic

policies.




=% T he United Nations —  — — ——— ——
led peace talks failed to address the socioeconomic underpinnings of the conflict, which helped to set the
neoliberal economic policies that are still in place today. This agenda encourages foreign investment, so
multinational corporations can utilize the people’s labor at the lowest costs possible and then export most of the
profits along with the consumer goods leaving enough behind to ensure that the wealthy elite (still basically the
fourteen families who are now mostly in banking and finance) can stay economically and politically in control
(ARENA). These practices create deep economic ineqguality, take land away from farming, disregard
environmental standards, create jobs that are unstable, deny workers the right to organize and set up a dynamic ‘
that facilitates the exploitation of workers. With high unemployment rates and little available land for farming the
people are vulnerable to abuses on many levels, while multinational corporations are given huge tax incentives
and exemptions. Essentially they are allowed to create autonomous zones of control (Free Enterprise Zones) with

very little accountability or sense of responsibility to the country’s or the people in which they are located.

Salvadorans have continuously opposed
this privatization of their country’s basic
services with large street demonstrations. In
2003, when ARENA tried to push through
the privatization of national healthcare,
hundreds of thousands of medical work-~
ers, hospital unions and citizens filled

the streets in what was called the
“White Marches.”

Massnre opposition was mobilized against

ARENA'’s acceptar;ce of the Central American Free Trade

& —Agreement (CAFTA) with the US., which was passed in a
bconshtuhonanq queshond]:]e vote that required the legislature to

. It was in this unbalanced neo-liberal -
! economy and war ravaged society that the .

prison harden men of MS-13 and Barrio-18 |
were dropped into. Some spoke little spanish

be su_groﬁncled by anti-riot police. In 2007, community resistance

to the environmental contamination caused by gold mining forced | '|
most had little or no connections or support

|| systems in El Salvador which strengthened
1‘ their ties with their gang. Without prospects
for work in a society with high un~

|| employment rates they turned to what they _

knew; extortion of the population through ~§
|| violence and threats. The two gangs (now
i M three, Barrio-18 spht) killed each other at .
much higher rates then in the US. m/ their
effort to gain teritory and personal status. | A
Death tol]s often’'reach f];le rates of tlle {

+ In 2018 w]:en ARENA resamed control of

) tization of all water, higher education and healthcare asa pre-

requiste to receive a US. aid package from the Millennium

, Challenge Corporation (a U.S. agency that promotes free~

Aﬁ f \2 market policies). This was also supported by the National

|’ Private Business Association and the Salvadoran Assoma-—-
WOT 17HE | tion of Industrialists and the U.S. Embassy in Salvador.

@[Lﬁ@ﬂ@@;ﬂy This prompted large street demonstration once again.

\i«

'—__—_—‘——'—-—'—'———-__,_.——-—-‘_—__—:— o

|

ARENA admmlsi:ratlon to dsleclare a nationwide mordtonum on ~

I\

he leglslature they renewed their push for the mclus:on o{ the priva~ I.

L
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? tudents and staff
of the National University of El Salvador joined with union workers, war veterans, the Catholic church, members
of the National Alliance Against Water Privatization, the National Water Forum, as well as conservation groups

and citizens to demand a law that defines and protects water as a human ng]:t ensunng its umversal access.

ARENA was not the FMLN's only peacetime opposition.
The US, the oligarchy’s steadfast ally, shamelessly interfered
in every election cycle, with State Department officials and
congressional representatives threatening to cut off
remittance flows and deport Salvadorans should the left win

an election. In 2009 due to pressure from U.S. citizens groups,
the US. finally recognised the FMLN as a political party. That {
same year the FMLN candidate, Maricio Funes, was success~ |
fully elected president. This was accomplished through

a dechcafed campaign of the FMLN's constituency ~the poor,
marginalised people. In spite ( \

of all this popular support to &

reform the social m{rastmcture,
President Fune's efforts have been NSl
greatly impeded by an ARENA  / 25

appomted supreme court, a deeply (jiwded ‘congress,

\! \f . major media outlets (all owned by the wealthy),
flagrant electoral abuse and the U.S. and World Bank

' threats to withhold foreign aid.

i fﬂ 2 In 2014 the US. used its considerable leverage to coerce :

. < Fl Salvador into enacting a Public-Private Partnership law. This law, an

initiative of El Salvador's bilateral trade agreement with the US, was written by the |

US Treasury Department along with advisors from the IMF, World Bank and the out~
gomg administration of President Funes.

e

k\}{ The proposed partnership was unveiled in 2011 during a visit by President Obama. Since its |
introduction, unions, to whom the new law guarantees no protections, have fiercely fought the Public-Private
Partnership. If fully implemented, the law would threaten the job secuntg of over '

120,000 public-sector workers, who have seen wages drop as services
have become privatized. The Bajo Lempa Co }mumtg—- ¥
a coalition of communities formed

by ex~combatants and refugees
! from the civil war—warned in a
| statement that “the promises of

' employment and economic growth __
that were to accompany priva~
tization, [US] dollarization and
the signing of the Free Trade

Agreement have never mate-~

rialized. In their place, poverty,

violence, [a] deteriorating

environment and corruption have

all increased.” The community

has called the Public-Private e ;
Partnership “blackmail” and charged that it “violates the
sovereignty of the Salvadoran state and its people.”




The Millennium C]:lallenge -
Corporation (MCC) is a foreign aid agency of the US.
50vernment created by Con&ress in 2004, with the stated goals

“to enhance the country’s competitiveness and productivity et r{’ ! W
through an integrated set of investments in infra~

structure, education, public-private partnerships
and regulatory reform.”

~—successes in El Salvador and out-~ /
_ lined its approach, “ When MCC _

invests in a country, it lays out

k. & yclear expectations. In the case of Fl Sﬂlvaclor, t}mt
i

”"c he pnvate sector to slash red tape and create public-private partner~

ships.” What McCue's glowing review omits is that the MCC actively

coerced the government ~ apparently at Washington's direction ~ to roll back

means a commitment from the government to work with

. asocial welfare program of the Funes administration that targeted poor rural
| farmers, among other demands.

The program in question, a free seeds and fertilizer plan initiated by

_ | President Funes, was designed to prevent hundreds of thousands of subsistence
! ‘ . farmers from experiencing food insecurity. Instead it was deemed in violation

of the Central America Free Trade A&reement (CAFTA) The MCC withheld ]

dreds of millions of development dollars until the government agreed to elim|/inate

2 '

hun~

the subsidy and open local seed markets to international competition. However, farmers across Salvador united to
block a stipulation in t]:le agreement that would have indirectly required them to purchase Monsanto seeds. As a
result of their protests t]:leg are able to continue to grow and plant their own seeds.

The MCC app]les stnngent eligibility criteria to select its partners, once selected

|
|
it uses its investment to leverage and incentivize policy, regulatory and institutional re~
N forms.” In 2014 the MCC signed a new $277 million compact to “improve the countrg,s !

regulatory environment, enhance the role of public~private partnerships in delivering

J lceg services, improve the qualitg of education and improve a kel; highwag and border
crossing infrastructure to reduce transportation costs.” In the north, they are improving a
border crossing to enhance the movement of freight. And in the south, they are hoping to |
develop the tourist industry and encourage foreign investment by creating a port to

assist in the import of raw goods to be assembled in forelgn run {ree % trade zones ~service parks, or Magui~ i

——— T

landoras. These are {actones that are largely allowed_ \ ‘ ‘_ 5

ancl assem]:le, manu fﬂcture

or process them and export —<
the finished product as

well as much of the

'+ profits.




Under the International
Services Law (ISL) the businesses operating in these"“service parks” get exemptions from tariffs for the import of
capital goods: machinery, equipment, tools, supplies, accessories, furniture and other goods needed for their manu~
facturing activities, as well as full and indefinite exemption from income tax and municipal taxes on company assets.
Service par]c developers and service par]c administrators are exempted from income tax for 19 years, municipal taxes for
ten years and real estate transfer taxes. However, if the services are provided to the Salvadoran market, they cannot
receive the benefits of the ISL. President Ceren resisted investors presure to completely privatize these service parks and
cec]e all governance to these private corporations for a 30 year period. This would have included all regulations for la]:)or,
| environment, police and security, regardless of laws in the rest of the country. TIus model seems to be gaining :

i [approval in Guatemala and Honduras. 2
A report published in 2014 by the Maguila So]idmritq Network describes service park workers | .
"as getting an average wage that is only able to meet 37 % of food and services needed to meet t]1e ILe.
cost of a basic living. However after an extended public campaign the Ceren government - ,
increased the minimum wage by 29 % in 2013, getting workers to 66% of earning a
basic living. This wage increase has provo]ced a strong backlash fromEl
Salvador’s rabidly anti~union private sector, with business lobbies
issuing legal challenges, factories firing workers and threatening to

relocate to countries with cheaper labor costs.

El Salvador's:ga\rment '

exports are expected to 1
MINIMUM WAGES IN EL SALVADOR rise by 6% in 2018 with | |
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ven with all of =—
these challenges the Funes/Ceren administrations oversaw the creation of a national literacy
program in which high school students used their community service hours to teach reading,
writing and basic arithmetic to adults. They also implemented a program to provide a
yearly packet of school supplies to each elementary school student ~shoes and uniforms
made locally by small-scale producers, the cost for which was previously a burden on families.
Schools also began to serve milk and a small meal of rice and beans, sourced from local
agricultural producers, providing much-needed nutrition for children and stimulus for
local economies. President Sanchez Cerén extended these programs through to the high
V) school evel. Comprehensive “Women's City” service centers were created across the country
' i providing mental and reproductive healthcare, legal support, and childcare, while
" offering credit and job training. Thery created a family agriculture program that
distributes locally sourced bean and corn seeds to small farmers.
The party has also overseen major gains against government corruption.
n:lgq implemented an Access to Public Information Law and launched an Open
‘Government digital portal. 150 cases of corruption uncovered
¢ from previous ARENA administrations have been sent to the
aftorney general’s office for investigation. (In 2018
former ARENA president Elisas Saca ~2004-090-
plead guilty to embezzling $390 million dollars from y

state coffers into his personal bank accounts.) Further
reforms have sought to make the democratic process .,
more particpatory and accessible, implement-~
ing a nationwide residential voting system, T :
going from 460 voting centers in 2009 to 1,600 / ..
in 201D. The government also adopted measures (( 5
to ensure the right to vote for LGBTQ voters
and innaugurated an absentee’
voting system for disabled voters.™




Between 1096 and 2015 the US. deported |

aul Mijango, a former FMLN guerilla negotlated a truce be- \ to their countries of origin 2.4 million

tween Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) and Barrio 18. For the next 15

months the homicide rate dropped by 33 percent. The gangs | The number of these convicts deported to

o{{iciallg agreed to the {ollowins points: 1) to cease all types ISS® Fl| Salvador reached 05,000, or roughly 151

| hostilities between the two gangs; 2) to cease attacks on members | RS T S T T w e e

of the national police; 3) to cease attacks on members of the alone 1,241 Saldorans with alleged

armed forces; 4) to cease attacks against members of the | connection to gangs were deported. More

penitentiary system,; and 5) to avoid producins any more civilian than double from the previous year. In the

. casualties. Here is part of a statement released ])g the gangs in two years between 2013 and 2013, the US
reference to the truce, "We do not ask to be pardoned for crimes deported more than 300,000 Hondurans,

| already committed, only that the law is fairly applied, that we are Guatemalans and Salvadorans with criminal |{

| treated as human beings, that we are supported in the social and records, many of them the children of

| productive reintegration of our members giving them work and refugees of the 1970s and ‘80s.

| ‘educational opportunities, that they are not dlscnmmated against

people who had committed a felony crime.

- and not repressed for the simple {act of ]::emg tattooecl w1t]:10ut

havms commltted some cnmmal

:- 3&115 members in pnson in §
| Salvador. These prisons hold 35
! times beyond their capamtg ). The l _

3 ‘conditions in these pnsons are fa

4’"
k ¥ beyond ]ust lnhumdne u‘

{1l The prwa.telg negotmted truce provecl unsustama])]e he government was never '
{11l fully on board and failed to prepare the population for the announcement of the truce, and never followed through on
A '| the second phase of negotiations between the government and the gangs. The main negotiating position of the gangs,
| l prioritizing the social, economic and political components of integrating them into society, never really got any -
| || |l attention. The third and final blow to the truce was contextual. Due to the immense harm that the gangs had inflicted ||
|l lupon society, the idea of granting any concessions was extremely unpopular, and as the 2014 election drew closer,
ARENA used the truce to paint the zuling FMLN as soft on gangs, a charge that was hard to refute in part

ecause the gangs continued to make a living| hrough extortion and kidnapping. As a result of these failures the

ountry was plungecl back into violence in ?016 3

In an effort to be tough on gangs, President Ceren had 18 people |
! involved in the truce negotiations ~including Raul Mijango- arrested, |

_?@ k' sending a clear message that no negotiated settlement will be accep-~

table. Instead they have begun an all out assault on gangs dubbed “Iron!

y Fist.” In 2016 security forces killed 591 gang members, in “con{routations‘ll

" eight police officers and two soldiers died in those clashes. But perhaps !|
some benefit did accrue from the truce in that the two gangs have agreed! |

]

~ not to kill each other. These tough on crime tactics are supported and
large].g funded by the US,, and under the Trump administration much of
- the non—-seCuntg {unclmg is also tied to the 1mplementat10n of Iron Flst
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/ In a 2017 report — — = = ...ﬁ____.__r_‘
\ the UN's special rapporteur for extrajudicial executions Agnes Callamard, found that, “the Special Reaction Force i

#l| of El Salvador's National Police Force (Fuerza Especia]imdﬂ de Reaccién, or FES) is responsi]:)le for the illega] killinas ‘ ll
of 45 gang members in the first six months of 2017 alone”. The accusations fit into a “pattern of behavior by security ‘
| personnel amounting to extrajudicial executions.” The UN. claims that 92 percent of investigations against the l

' Salvadoran police are dismissed within three days, and that units previously accused of human rights abuses are
| simply rebranded but keep the same personnel. :

In 2016 the USS. provided $679 million to the Salvadoran police, and $797 million in 2017. The exact
recipients and nature of US. {undina are shrouded in secrecy. Althougll pu]alic]q available documents rarelg speci{g
which units benefit from these monies they do say that “vetted units” get mentors from the FBIl and DEA. Two sources
| with knowledge of the US train-and~equip program, who did not want to be identified because of the sensitivity of
I: the matter, told CNN that the FES was the recipient of U.S. assistance.

On behalf of the American people, we promote and

. Yoy P
'| MiNtsTERT0 08 Reractones Exrer demonstrate democratic values and advance
-. D EL Sarvaper a free, peaceful and prosperous world. The U.S.

Department of State leads America’s foreign policy

through diplomacy, advocacy and assistance by

advancing the interests of the American

people, their safety and economic prosperity.

Mission Statement of the U.S. Department of State

\ Late one morning in the fall of 2016, police officers
s s of the Salvadoran National Civil Police, known ]Dl:l
_' its Spanish initials, PNC, handcuffed a group of middle
@ school aged boys on a street in a neighborhood on the out~
B skirts of San Salvador. The boys were serving as lookouts for

f members of MS-13. After handcuffing them, the police

" officers commandeered a nearl')q home, {orcing the fami]q

" out, then took the boys onto the back patio. The officers
proceeded to torture and kill them; it took several hours.
Neighbors later said they could hear the boys pleading for
their lives as the officers laughed .

The internal police report says a confidential informant
called the police to report that MS-13 members were gathered on a
corner, and that when the police arrived, a shootout ensued. It states
~falsely, according to witnesses~ that the boys were killed in the
exchange of gunfire.

' - R Such incidents are all too common in El Salvador,
J where there is an alarming pattern of escalating police violence. The PNC uses the term “shootout” to explain |
f police killings of young people suspected of gang mem]:ership. The number of so~called shootouts jumpecl from 59
d in 2013 to D91 in 2016 after the director of the PNC announced that officers would face no consequences for P
i shooting suspected gang members. But as was true in the case of the ]:logs‘ killings, these often aren't shootouts at & L
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MS—D and the two factions of Barrio 18
(the 18th Street gang), have around 63,000 members in El Salvador, according to police records. But
many more people depend on the gangs for their livelihood. These gangs are active in 94 percent of El

Salvador’'s 262 municipalities. In many of these “red zones,” gangs are not just a standing danger to
public safety but also a de facto authority that exerts tremendous control over residents’ daily lives. In
neighborhoods throughout San Salvador, residents heading to work or school pass through an informal
checkpoint where a young lookout (sometimes barely eight years old) asks everyone for a dollar. Most
people just pay, anyone who doesn’t might come to regret it later. Extortion at places of business is the
bigger problem. At least once a week, older gang members come by every shop and vendors’ stalls in the:
neighborhood market to collect the renta, or protection money, from merchants who can't afford their

own security guards. Despite this extortion, §ang members are some of | i Ll
S T am not A& part
of & gang but the
}:ﬁcﬂe st?ll routine-
ly harass me. I

the poorest people in Salvador, with a typical income of $250 a month.

Gangs routinely confiscate houses in locations they see as strategic
and turn them into casas locas (“crazy houses”). If a family refuses to

—_—

leave, they threaten all its members. In 2017, Qg'ﬁ 000 people were can't leave the
Il | displaced because of gang activity. Many escape to stay with relatives) / . migﬂ.ﬁar hood be-
| elsewhere in the country. But numerous others head north to seek " i b cause the address on

my LD. will make
zv’eryanz treat

ikeI'mina

Ang ANYWARA
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asylum in Mexico or the US.

After the failure of the 2012-2013 truce, the idea of negotia~ _
f ting with gangs is taboo. No politician dares advocate for it in publi¢. ~ ##
In private conversations, however, there are many voices among the

the authorities who are convinced that some form of dialogue is the P : ‘Lﬁv{
only way to bring peace to the country. Dialogue must focus on more “FHREEZ p LOgk gouth
programs to rehabilitate jailed gang members and care for victims, '

from police. They are often round~
ed up on suspicion of ]aeing gang ‘ ﬁ
! members, hassled, imprisoned and

in some cases, killed. Shakedowns and
cellphone seizures are common. Activists say

especially the most vulnerable such as abused women. It also needs
to address gang recruitment in poor neighborhoods, which impacts

boys as young as twelve and girls are also be targeted at
an early age, either to join the gang--

or to become sex slaves.

police regularly plant evidence and rely on

{
The rate of violent death for
women in Salvador is the
third highest in the world.
In 2016, 524 women, wer

murdered (1 in Dk). Only 49
5% of the suspects

flimsy allegations of gang affiliation. Be~

yond physical violence there is widespread

economic and social stigma against people
from areas where gangs have a robust presence.
Many young Salvadorans now say they fear the

case was thrown out a month later, but author-

ties slapped ]:um wlth a {IES]:I. charge of aggraz

_ v Alemén spent one year and five month
in jail before a judge ruled in June that he

{ Alemén'’s show how the social pressure to deliver results in a war on gangs
make security forces more likely to double down on victims rather =

than admit mistakes.




Furt]:ler complicating
. the security of Salvadorans is the prescence of roughly 500 private security firms
;s “'-u.:g operating in El Salvador with 25,000 personnel (as compared to 20,000 public

officers). A report published in March, 2018 by the Washington, DC based think tank the Inter~
American Dialogue, found that Latin America’s “extractive industries, natural resource projects and
agri~business” are some of the region’s biggest markets for private security companies. The report found
that these companies and officers are virtually unregulated and that the rise in private security firms
throughout the region has directly corresponded with increased violence against land and environmental
activists. Private security personnel, (mercenaries) in collaboration with public security forces, are often
being used to violently repress citizens protesting these extractive industries. These mercenaries have also
come under scrutiny for suspected links to the illicit arms trade. In 2011, the government announced that

more than 1,700 firearms used by private security companies since 2000 had been sold on the black market
after being reported missing. According to the report, 40 percent of illegal firearms in Fl Salvador are
linked to the country’s biggest private security companies. This is a major source of weapons for gangs

and gives them their advantage in preying on the small business owners who they extort for a living.

According to data from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives ?
(ATF), of the 106,001 guns recovered by law enforcement as part of a criminal investigation I
in Mexico from 2011 to 2016 and submitted for tracing, 70 percent were orig- {FF
inally purchased from a licensed gun dealer in the United States. These

of guns that cross the southern border, as they only account for those
R guns that were both recovered by law enforcement during a
5:.1:,%_ __ a criminal investigation and submitted to ATF for
tracing. Other estimates suggest that close to 215,000
\ ol firearms are smuggled across the U.S.-Mexico
border each year. Accordingto 4
the US. Government Account-
ability Office (GAQ), nearly
half of the U.S. sourced guns
recovered in Mexico are long
guns, which include ]:iglv
caliber semi~automatic rifles,

such as AK and AR variants.

“T hanks to our lax gun laws, there is little official
paper trail, and the weapons (Northern Triang]c
gangs favor semi-automatic Pistols) are chcapcr
than buging locaﬂg”. “|t's lot easier for me to go to] _
a gun store in the Ll buy a Glock, and shiP i}t ;

—in parts in a microwave oven and have it show

up at a relative’s house.” “I rcccnt]g hclpcd
trace a gun recovered in ]:_I Salvador /(
that had been Purchascd onig six days ;

‘ﬂa earlier from a licensed dealer near Harrg Penate,

B Daltimore.” ]"Iarrg Penate was the AT]:,S.
chionai Attaché ¢
and the cm]g agent for all of Central America.

He served in San Salvador, from June 2012 ~

ern |rianglc.
—_—




I n January of 2018

the Trump administration decided to "
~ end the Temporary Protected 2,

Status (TPS) of 186,403 '

Salvadorans that have

lived in the US. since a

series of devastating

earthguakes hit San

Salvador in 2001. This |

decision will cut off

an important source
of income for Sal~

vadorans. The term |
used for money sent

There are 300,000 legal immigrants (El Salvador,

! _ ] Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, Nicaragua and Sudan) who

.~ working abroad is \ - Y 7] have built their lives in the US. under TPS. They are the |
remittances. TPS has \ I . ! parents of 273,000 US.-born children. Without a

~ allowed Salvadorans to : legislative solution these hundreds of thousands of
legally work in the US. ; \" | childrencould be separated from their parents or
for the past fifteen years. £ 4 A forced into violent and potentially ClG.‘ﬁCl.]'l.J ]
There are a total of 1,352,000 CA1 environments.

Salvadorans legally working in the U.S. Theq senthome $4.57 billion in remlttances to
family and loved ones in 2016. This represents 17 percent of El Salvador's gross domestic

home from people

product, and an important flow of income for some of the poorest Sellvadorans. T]:ﬁ’g Tave
also become big business for cell phone and credit card companies as well as banks

" handling the transactions.

The Center for American Progress (CAP) estimates that the W :
cost of deporting all Salvadoran TPS holders who have been o L 9 ) | \ { Deporting all Salvadoran,
contributing to our economy for 13 years is $1.9 billion dollars | - 3 <= - _. : :=4 Honduran and Haitian TPS
($10 070 per person) This would end the remittances further \\ g | - SR\ ' holders would cost taxpayers
impoverishing Salvadorans, while adding nearly 200,000 ! ., il . ‘% $3.1 billion dollars. Ending
people to a desperately underemployed population in Salvador (SR A \ \§ R TPS for these three countries
2 i AR ' u ult in .9 billion
Several studies have shown that as people stay in the ||\ f20 WS { " s .res 4 a'$6 oD ll. ©
\ "i ; ; reduction to Social Security
US, the remittance flow tapers off and as families become || / N _ f ; LT
' . M y and Medicare contributions

reunited through family immigration policy, remittances \\ ! P A overa decadeand a $49.2

also fall. This makes some of the most vulnerable Salvadorangll ' -\ N s S Ybillicu rediictonm US
cleepll; dependent on a continuous flow of immiaration'north \ 7 e : "

the changing political will of the US. and the

vagaries of the economy.

gross domestic product

over that same penod.

& at the University of Kansas found that Salvadorans llwng
A\ here in the US. under TPS are 94 percent employed with a
70 percent of them working more than‘[ro hours a week and ome

About a tenth of these workers are self emp]o'ged
Men work in construction/) painting,
/" driving, cleaning, cooking, §ardening,
while women concentrate in cleaning =
buildings or houses, childcare, cooklng orinc othma

-manufacture. — - ——-
.




This has been a ]:)nef }nstorq of a couni:n] and its people who have

suffered unbelievable hardship as a result of contact with European people §

dehumanising disregard for basic security,
e dignity and a right to a decent life

free from the threats, of murder, torture

and exploitation. We hold these securities so
dear for our own families, are we not able to
extend this to others in our human family? What
is our contemporary responsibility? We certainly

]:)enefﬂ: from this disregard of others, from our morning cup of
co_ﬂee to the pajamas we put on at night, our lives are made more
comfortable by the work of their hands. Do we really see billions of times ||
more value in the lives of wealt]:u; people than we do in the lives of these people who
have had this long struggle to survive? We consistently vote for politicians who advocate |
for the rich but never mention these fellow humans who toil at sewing machines, or in I
coffee and sugar fields to simply feed themselves. ‘
Their work puts chocolate in our mouths and we send our tax dollars to pacity,
qxush and negate any attempt they make to hold on to the benefits of their labor. Our
' dollars sent as military training and weapons have consistently paid to support the
/ wealthy in their pursuit of profit and its attendant power. All these bullets, bombs, |
| helicopters and training in the technigues of brutality are created and promoted
to maintain a system that degrades and dehumanizes all of us, including those
that are agrandized and pampered by it. There is no proud human life in this, we
“~are all robbed of dignity by a system that crushes it for so many. l.h

Instead of plowing under and poisoning community farming while exploiting 1

farm workers, couldn't we decide to encourage and support it? Isn't it time to build a world that is much more !
. locally self sufficient in its food supply, but with the modern advantage of being able to move food from over~ N

' abundant weather years in one place to crop failures in another? Capitalism supports and subsidizes inequity.
1 { Couldn't we instead build ”
i 2 market system that spreads

!! support out and focuses on fair~

| mness and equity? Would it
't ] not have been possible for the US.
| government to have said to the

fourteen families, we see no pra

.. J tical or moral reason for you to
| | ) own everything? But we do see how=
I small farmers build resilience in
.:_ | the world food markets and in
| their own lives. Isn't it possible
now to send our efforts towards
!l finding a fair deal for the

| people making the things
we use and prioritize qualli:g

food for people rather than 7 “/ / '

[l luxury forafew?
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Throughout these past 00 years many
people simply wanted a small piece of ground to
2+ raise a family on, a village community and its
attended support and the right to hold their heads
. up and approach others as fellow humans and not
masters. It is not asking for an easy life. Small farming
is a life of toil, but it is direct, it connects people to the
ground they live on
and the community

they know. It builds

and supports inter~

connectivity, it em~

— phasizes the reality of

interdependence and
minimizes the illusion of
individuality and
independence.

The wealthy didn't get and maintain their wealth because
of their individual actions or independence from others, but rather
|| because they take a part of a lot of other people's efforts. Their
I'! wealth is in fact completely dependent on this labor. We can
create economic systems that recognize the reality of how value
is produced, instead of this false idea that the wealthy's efforts
are millions or billions of times more valuable than the rest of
humanity. Our prioritization of the needs of the rich has moved

people out of villages, hometowns and communities and into slums in

citie/s;lr'l the name of progress and modernization people have been forced out of community based subsistence
farmiq&_and mtesg}:sistence wage slavery that recognizes no mutual responsibility and is not connected to any
permanent place. quﬂahsm tums social relahons from communities to workplaces, and human labor from food

In this century we find ourselves
e with a unique set of problems and assets.
scintific met]:ocl and the deep understaning
1t has l)ullt o{ evolutlonarg connectivity
ES B and the underlying inter~

dependence of life on this

';'5“ small lovely planet isa

: huge benefit towards
iclent:fg ing and addressing
__ll:e threats of the day. But it

existing power structure and
the distorting effect it has on
EX® how we view the world is
inadequate to face the myriad
problems presented by climate change,
{gnass ecological extinction, inquality and the

= loomm5 violence of war and povertg
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tis time to l)uild new inclusive structures, a media that looks for and builds on commonality rather
than the excitement of difference and division, and a governing system that addresses the priorities of the
majority rather than those of a tiny minority.

‘ We all want security in our food supply, healthcare, housing, education and the opportunity to

' | work in a system that fairly compensates us for our contributions. This is common ground. All human en~
‘ deavors are built on the work of a group. The language we speak, the thoughts we think and the actions we

take are all part of our society and our history. The natural world has shaped our bodies and our capacities, :

| weareall equally dependent on it for each breath we take. This is the inescapable fact of life. We can create |
‘ systems of governance that accept this and do not privilege the money~backed voice over the rest of us. Fifty

years of neoliberal economics must surely have shown us that tax breaks for the wealthy and austerity for

the rest is neither humane or sustainable, and it is brutal, ugly and life destroying. Our current attachment

to inequity and hierarchical privilege will destroy the chance for a decent life for our children. Our

economic system is eating away the foundations on which it was built - an abundent enviornment. Without

healthy relatxons]nps to our enwronment {rom.whneh all—o{ our lix.e&[low, there can be no healthy lives.




‘ i}arand p dlts) can convince ourselves that we have no responsibility in their fate and have not

wonder how t]:te
world would look if we could hold to a principle of universal human dignity ~ the belief that all people
deserve to be treated with respect for their humanity? Any system that imposes a deamdation of human
dignity diminishes all people’s dignity. Can we be comfortable in our new yoga pants/ jogging top/ under~
wear while knowing of the desperate living conditions for the people who made them?

At the heart of this is how the people are represented in government. If politicians continue to be
elected on the basis of how much money they can generate for their campaign and party, there will be no
impetus for change. History has shown that wealth will not check itself. There are much more democratic
ways of governing. We could build a widespread, blockchain computerized system of opinion po]]ing. So
when politicians say, “the American people want this or that” we can actually have some reliable data to
check them with. We could deepen our choices with ranked voting systems so we could vote for people that
more closely represent our views, even if they are not one of the two most popular (well funded) candidates.
These two changes have the potential to broaden and deepen our representative form of governing without
violent upheaval. This is based on my believe that when given a choice the majority of people would rather
see life get better for all people rather than privileging a few at the expense of most.

Can we now weep for this history? Is it possible to recognize ourselves in these people that show
up at our borders? We who have been randomly born in or near power have come so often to feel entitled
to its privileges while ignoring the cost that others have paid for our wealth. We are encouraged in this
through a process of media~sponsored shortsighted ignorance. Our ignorance makes it easy to blame and
fear these people whose random circumstances of birth have placed them in conditions that leave them
vulnerable to exploitation and desperate to improve their lives. It is understandable why they might take
their children and leave their homes to face thousands of miles of difficulties and danger to get closer to
the banqguet in hopes they too will find crumbs under the table. It is much harder for me to understand how
we who live in the richest, most powerful country in history (as is so often repeated by politicians

-=.._-‘_'_"-—-'""

gained ]:)g their impoverishment.




Written and llustrated by David Iles

For reference material see http:/ S www.davidiles.com/ salvadorreference.com
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